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Exporting

Canvas Documents to HTML
Here are a few tips that will help you
export your Web pages from Canvas
and get the results that you want.

Keep in mind that Canvas isn't intend-
ed to replace your current HTML edi-
tor; however, Canvas can make quick
work of image maps, homepages, and
graphic heavy pages as well as convert
a Canvas file to HTML format.

Step 1

New Document

First you should set up your document
size to simulate a view area of the
Web page. A Presentation document
works well as a base for the Web
page. Set your Document units to
points.

For best compatibility with the most
common display sizes, a size of 640 x

480 is best. If you want to change it,
you could use the Layout > Document
Setup dialog box to modify it later.

Click OK.
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Exporting Canvas Documents to HTML (Continued)

Rulers
Next, we will prepare the document to measure in Ruler:| v 1 © Units: | Inches =
pixels. To do this, choose Layout > Rulers. When the ¥
Rulers dialog box opens, pick Ruler 5 from the Ruler T TN
menu (see example) and press OK. Ruler 5 is preset i
to measure in pixels. -
F |||.qllllllqu

Scale:
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Minor divisions: | 16 "‘#j
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Grids

Now we want to set our grids to snap to pixels. This Lirme distance X |n I‘] Fi

will prevent objects from falling between pixels. To

set your grids, choose Layout > Grids. In the Grids Line distance ¥ |1 |:] Fi

dialog box, change the Line Distance X and Y to 1 :

pixel. Then, select Snap to X and Snap to Y. Finally, Smp: fRctori; |1 D Fabds

EI(I)ka OK to save your choices and close the dialog Snap fagtar ¥: |1—'E] ——

@SMD to X ﬂﬁnap oY

{ cancer ) uk 9

Here is a Web page we have already
started.
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Exporting Canvas Documents to HTML (Continued)

Step 2

Changing the Paper Color
We've decided to make our Web page mostly blue, so we used the Document Setup feature to change the
pager color to blue.

To change the paper color, choose Layout > Document Setup. Click on Paper Color and choose the color from
the Inks palette. If you wish to use a custom color or if you know the Web-safe color values, click the Custom
button (see example).

It is best to use Web-safe colors that match that of your Web page; however, you could still get good results
using a color close to the one used on the Web page.
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As you could see, you have a lot of flexibility
when creating Web pages in Canvas. You
could have text and images overlapping, and
graphics wherever you like; however, there
are a few things to look out for to ensure that
you get the best results in the browser. Most
of the issues you have to look out for have to
do with text. Canvas has the ability to export
almost all text to HTML, except for words
that have SpriteEffects, SpriteLayers, or
other complex effects applied. You need to
decide which uses of text on your page are
artistic and which are informational; e.g., the
headline on our Web page is in a fancy font,
so it is obviously an artistic use of text. We
want to be sure that it always appears like
this to our site visitors, regardless of the
fonts installed in their computers. You can M—

il ol o e

handle this by converting the text to paths. Findtead e

This is easy to do. First select the text and
then choose Object > Path > Convert to
Path. Now, when we export the page, the
converted text will export as a graphic, not
text.
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Exporting Canvas Documents to HTML (Continued)

Since these fonts will not be rendered when your document is exported to HTML, it is recommended that you
use a common font found on most computers such as Arial, Courier, Impact, Times New Roman or Verdana.

There are a few other rules to follow if you want to ensure your text does not render:

e Non-solid colors for either the background of text, the text or the background object are prohibited.

e No effects can be used on the text.

e Text has to be within the page.

e Images must never overlap text.

e Text must never overlap text.

e Breaking these rules will not create bad HTML, the user has to follow them only if they wish the
text to be exported as a text object, i.e., not rendered.

Step 3

Creating Hyperlinks

Now, we want to set up some hyperlinks using the URL Attachment palette. Start by selecting the object that
will contain the link; e.g., the white buttons. Then choose Window > Palettes > URL Tag.

When the palette appears simply type in the Web address and press Assign. You could even link to other pages
in your Canvas document that appear in the palette; e.g., Slide #1, Slide # 2. This creates a sequence of Web
pages. You could also assign a URL to text.

Missinn Staterment | i O R &
FURL Attachment R el 1
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Page 5 Copyright © 2003 Deneba Systems, Inc. All Rights Reserved Worldwide



Exporting Canvas Documents to HTML (Continued)

Step 4

Image Maps

It is very easy to create an image map. Sup-
pose we want just one area of a central
graphic to link to another page. In this exam-
ple, we want the top corner of the page that
includes text and an icon of a house to link
back to the homepage.

Tip: This works equally as well on
images.

To do this, we just create an object to define
the area we want as a link. For our example,
we used the Rectangle tool to create the
object.

Chvsert Simeshare.com M

FURL Attachment A= x|
Then we use the URL ,
Attachment palette to Aszign http: fhneneey dezerttimeshare comindesx himl E
assign a URL to that —_—
object. .
) Browse Fir W Link Styles Elil. H ,,I
Slide #1 ﬁ
Slide #2 E

Then hide the object by setting the
fill and stroke to “no ink”.
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Exporting Canvas Documents to HTML (Continued)

Step 5

Saving as HTML

Now, we have come to the final and File name: web cln:u:umenﬂ j
most important step: exporting the B

Canvas document as HTML pages.

Sawve as type: Canwvas j

To export your Canvas Document as an _ HPGL -
HTML file, choose File > Save As. SREEVEY LIS | THL = HTH = HTML) :

Name your file if you already haven't [COM [*1C0]
done so and choose HTML for the file IGES IRS
type from the menu. Make sure to

select the Save Entire Document radio

button.

- Save
If you wish to save the files locally, —
choose a location on your hard drive - Cancel
and select Save. —
*Windows only* If you want to FTP the Help

HTML files directly to your Web host,
select Internet from the Save As dialog '

box.

If you choose to FTP the files up to your Web Internet Login
host (Internet option) you'll be presented d

with the Internet Login dialog box.

Host: 2095020929
For Host, enter the actual IP address or the

URL. Next enter the Path and finally Enter Path: |wewesefpidocumert

your User Name and Password. If you're not

sure about any of these settings, contact your File Fitter: |HTRL (*.HTRE* HTRL) |
Web site hosting company or IT personnel.

When you're ready, press OK. I Use HTTF Protocol

=er Mame: |username
Tip: If you plan on exporting many

HTML files from Canvas to your Web Pazaward: | sesssssss

host, it is a good idea to click on the
Internet Login menu icon and select Add P | Ik
Favorite. Therefore, the next time you want Add Favarite. . Q
to export your Canvas files to your host, all — Delete Favorite...

the settings will already be saved for you.
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Exporting Canvas Documents to HTML (Continued)

Next you'll be presented with the HTML Options
dialog box. Select Create new folder, Put images in
subfolder, and Separate pages if you have a multi-
ple page document.

For the text options, select Never from the Render
text menu. Press OK.

For more information on exporting to HTML, see
our Advanced Web Techniques tutorial.

HTML Options

— Zeneral options
V¥ Creste new folder

W Put images in subfolder

W Separste pages

[T Generate navigation file
T Use external ztvle sheet

HTML 4 | = | Certered Takle

— Text optionz
Fender t

— Image options

Image format:  Automatic
JPEG guality: Fine | -
Arti-aliazing: Fine | *
V¥ Savethese zeftings az default
Default | Cancel | I |
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